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Ken  Smith,  R.S.,  Health  Officer,  Central  Montana  Health  District 
404  4th  Avenue  S.,  Lewis  town,  MT.  59457 
John  Geach,  Solid  & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau,  Cogswell  Building,  B-201 
Helena,  MT.  59620 

Torn  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences,  Cogswell  Building,  A-107,  Helena,  MT.  59620 
^Document  Section,  State  Library,  Capital  Complex,  Helena,  MT.  59620 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capital  Complex,  Helena,  MT.  59620 
Montana  Historical  Society,  State  Historic  Preservation  Program, 

225  N.  Roberts,  Veteran's  Memorial  Building,  Helena,  MT.  59601 
Musselshell  County  Board  of  Commssi oners,  P.0.  Box  686,  Roundup,  MT.  59072 
Peter  W.  Lapanne,  Musselshell  County  Attorney,  P.0.  Box  686,  Roundup,  MT.  59072 
Honorable  Joseph  0.  Vicars,  Mayor,  City  of  Roundup,  34  3rd  Avenue  West, 

Roundup,  MT.  59072 

Jerry  Bernhardt,  53  Dogwood  Road,  Roundup,  MT.  59072 
Rudolph  Pfister,  147  Horsethief  Road,  Roundup,  MT.  59072 
Bel vi lie,  235  Horsethief  Road,  Roundup,  MT.  59072 
Don  Corey,  290  Horsethief  Road,  Roundup,  MT.  59072 
Harold  Petrie,  340  Horsethief  Road,  Roundup,  MT.  59072 
Scrub  Pine  Kennels,  312  Horsethief  Road,  Roundup,  MT.  59072 
Dennis  Smetana,  239  Horsethief  Road,  Roundup,  MT.  59072 
Russell  Alexander,  61  Quail  Drive,  Roundup,  MT.  59072 
Anderson,  119  Quail  Drive,  Roundup,  MT.  59072 

M & 0 Doctor  Salvage,  Mike  Cavanaugh,  P.0.  Box  501,  Roundup,  MT.  59072 
Walter  Newton,  101  11th  Avenue  West,  Roundup,  MT.  59072 


Ladies  arid  Gentlemen: 


Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604,  the  following 
Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health 
and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  Central  Montana  Health  District  Junk 
Vehicle  Graveyard,  Roundup,  MT. 


The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies,  public  groups,  or  individuals  of  the  proposed  action  and 
to  determine  whether  or  not  the  aciotn  may  have  a significant  effect  on  the 
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If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within  the  allotted 
time.  Your  comments  can  be  sent  to  me  in  care  of  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences,  Solid  & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau,  1500  N.  30th,  Eastern 
Montana  College  Box  108,  Billings,  MT.  59101-0298. 


Jon  A.  Dilliard 

Solid  & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Billings  Regional  Office 


end  . 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)  444-2821 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 

Division/Bureau Environmental  Sciences  Division  - Solid  & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 

Project  or  Application  Central  Montana  Health  District  Motor  Vehicle  Graveyard 
Description  of  Project,  The  Central  Montana  Health  District  Junk  Vehicle  Program  is 

establishing  a motor  vehicle  graveyard  in  Section  9.  Township  8 North.  Range  7S 
of  Musselshell  County. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant 
ity  and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Air  quality 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 


M . Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


1.  Social  structures  and 
mores 

2.  Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 

3.  Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 

4.  Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 

5.  Human  health 

5.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 

7.  Access  to  and  qualit, 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 

8.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 

9.  Distribution  and 
density  of  population 
and  housing 

10.  Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 

11.  Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 

12.  Demands  for  energy 

13.  Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 


Major  Moderate  Minor  None 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  Central  Montana  Health  District 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER.  Central  Montana  Health  District 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  Not  necessary 


PER  Prepared  by: 

Jon  A.  Dilliard 

Date : January,  1989 
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GENERAL  COMMENTS 


The  Central  Montana  Health  District  is  establishing  a motor  vehicle  graveyard  in 
Section  9,  Township  8 North,  Range  25  East,  of  Musselshell  County  to  replace  an 
existing  graveyard  in  an  unacceptable  location.  As  required  by  the  Montana 
Motor  Vehicle  Recycling  and  Disposal  Act,  the  graveyard  must  be  licensed  and 
shielded  from  public  view.  No  junk  vehicles  can  be  visible  from  any  point  six 
feet  above  the  centerline  of  a public  road. 


The  graveyard  will  be  used  for  the  storage  of  unwanted,  discarded  junk  vehicles 
which  will  be  periodically  crushed  and  removed  for  recycling. 


Potential  Impact  on  Physical  Environment 


1.  Terrestrial  and  aquatic  life  and  habitats 


The  graveyard  will  encompass  approximately  two  acres  of  land  which  has 
limited  value  for  the  terrestrial  life  and  habitats.  The  storage  of  junk 
vehicles  and  the  occasional  human  activity  at  the  site  will  preclude  much 
the  wildlife  activity  at  the  site.  Since  the  areas  surrounding  the  site 
have  the  same  type  of  habitat,  this  impact  should  not  be  significant. 


of 


2.  Water  Quality,  Quantity,  and  distribution 

Fluids  such  as  motorfuels,  oil,  coolant,  brake  fluids,  and  grease  can  con- 
taminate groundwaters  and  surface  waters  if  released  into  the  environment 
through  accidental  spills.  Since  the  operation  of  the  motor  vehicle  gra- 
veyard  will  not  involve  the  dismantling  of  the  vehicles,  such  an  accidental 
release  of  these  fluids  is  unlikely  and  is  not  expected  to  have  any  signifi- 
cant impact. 


4.  Vegetation  Cover,  Quantity  and  Quality 

The  delivery  and  storage  of  junk  vehicles  at  the  site  is  expected  to  disrupt 
the  existing  vegetation  cover  and  cause  some  soil  destabilization.  Given 
the  area  to  be  used  (two  acres),  this  potential  impact  is  expected  to  be  minor. 


5 .  Aesthetics 

The  qraveyard  site  is  shielded  from  public  view  by  the  natural  topography 
between  the  area  to  be  used  and  Horsethief  Road  to  the  south.  Mushroom  Mine 
Road  to  the  east  of  the  site  has  been  abandoned  and  is  no  longer  open  to 
public  access.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  provide  shielding  for  that  side. 
All  other  sides  of  the  graveyard  are  naturally  shielded  from  roads  in  the 

area . 


6.  Historical  and  Archaeological  Sites 

A cultural  resource  file  search  conducted  by  the  State  Historical 
Preservation  office  revealed  no  current  record  of  historical  or  archaeologi- 
cal sites  at  the  graveyard  location. 
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Potential  Impacts  on  Human  Environment 


3.  Local  and  state  tax  base  and  tax  revenue . 


6 . Quantity  and  distribution  of  community  and  personal  income. 

8.  Quantity  and  Distribution  of  Employment 

By  establishing  an  acceptable  junk  vehicle  graveyard  in  Musselshell  County, 
the  Central  Montana  Health  District  will  be  able  to  continue  receiving  state 
grants  for  the  operation  of  their  junk  vehicle  program.  These  funds  will  be 
used  to  pay  the  wages  of  the  program  director  and  operator  an  to  purchase  the 
necessary  supplies  and  equipment  for  the  program.  Also,  the  program  will  be 
able  to  continue  hauling  unwanted  or  discarded  junk  vehicles  for  the  citi- 
zens of  the  district  at  no  cost.  In  this  way,  the  establishment  of  the  grave- 
yard should  have  at  least  a minor,  positive  impact. 


4 . Agricultural  or  Industrial  Production 

The  site  of  the  graveyard  was  previously  used  as  dry  pasture.  The  use  of 
the  parcel  as  a junk  vehicle  graveyard  will  remove  the  area  from  agri- 
cultural production.  Considering  the  amount  and  type  of  agricultural  acti- 
vity in  the  surrounding  area,  the  loss  of  the  two  acres  should  not  have  any 
significant  impact  on  the  area.  This  change  in  the  land  use  is  reversible. 


10.  Demands  for  Government  Services 


A small  increase  in  the  demand  for  governmental  services  may  result  from  the 
establishment  of  a new  junk  vehicle  graveyard.  Not  only  will  the  operation 
of  the  collection  program  require  local  government  time  and  effort,  but 
periodic  inspections  of  the  graveyard  will  be  performed  by  state  personnel. 


14.  Transportation  Networks  and  Traffic  Flows 

The  establishment  of  a junk  vehicle  graveyard  in  this  area  will  add  some 
minor  traffic  volume  to  the  area's  road  system  as  vehicles  are  delivered  or 
removed  from  the  site.  This  increase  is  not  expected  to  have  any  signifi- 
cant impact  on  the  traffic  safety  of  the  area. 


